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PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J McGee (Chair), Cllr B Futers, Cllr A Gill, Cllr G McCreedy, Cllr Ms J Rose, Cllr Mrs E Burt, 
Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert, Cllr G Price, Cllr Couchman, Cllr G Simpson 
 
1617/180 Apologies for Absence Cllr E Dobson, Cllr Mrs N McGee, Cllr A Reid, Cllr A Piper 
 
1617/181 Declarations of Interest None  
 
1617/182 Public Participation to receive public address and petition opposing the enforcement 
of the prohibition of existing kerbstones, planting and ornaments on graves in Edgewell Cemeteries. 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee welcomed members of the public to the meeting and invited Mrs Barker to speak. 
 
Mrs Barker handed over a petition of 1578 names opposing the council’s recent decision regarding 
planting, ornaments and kerb-sets on graves at Edgewell Cemetery and indicated that this excluded 
the sheet taken by Cllr Reid from Ball’s Restaurant. 
 
Mrs Barker pleaded with the Council to consider grieving children and widows and parents who have 
lost children.  Mrs Barker stated that often home-made ornaments, windmills, teddies and personal 
items were what helped those coming to terms with the death of their loved ones and these graves 
were kept well; they were cleaned and well looked after and why should the council even consider 
taking away their things. 
 
Mrs Brown addressed the meeting concerning the deterioration in the maintenance of Edgewell 
Cemetery.  Mrs Brown described that in years gone by the cemetery was always well maintained and 
there was an obvious pride in the work carried out there, however when visiting her husband’s grave 
recently and most specifically over the last two years there was an obvious lack of care and attention.  
Mrs Brown stated that on Sunday a tractor had ridden over it.  Mrs Brown stated that in the past items 
would have been moved to carry out maintenance, with no issue, but now everything seemed to be a 
problem and changes were being introduced for easiness in the cemetery but it still looked a state 
and this was no excuse for poor maintenance. 
 
The petition was passed to the Clerk and Cllr Mrs J McGee thanked residents for their input advising 
that the decision would be re-considered later in the agenda. 
 
1617/183 Youth Service Provision in Prudhoe 
Cllr Mrs J McGee welcomed Daljit Lally, Cath McAvoy and Mike Robbins to the meeting.  Cllr Mrs 
MGee stated that there was an absolute failure to consult on the decision to sell Prudhoe East Youth 
Centre by Northumberland County Council (NCC) and an apparent lack of knowledge regarding the 
youth provision that operates in Prudhoe.  Cllr Mrs McGee stated that no-one appeared to be able to 
confirm who made the decision about selling the East and that as a stakeholder the Town Council 
should have at least been consulted.  Cllr Mrs McGee confirmed that County Councillors were 
unaware of the decision until the sale signs went up and the young people were very distressed that 
they had not been consulted as the users of the service.  Finally, Cllr Mrs McGee stated that there 
was concern that a move to the ‘off Front Street’ Fuse Media Centre was suggested and that 
although the sale was now ‘on hold’, the town were interested in what was going to happen next. 
 
Mrs Daljit Lally offered an apology in the first instance for the lack of communication and that the 
town council were not consulted in the appropriate way.  Mrs Lally explained that Youth Provision 
was moved from Educational to Social Care which brought a number of changes in management as 
well as a need to look at how the service can be delivered with cost reductions.  Mrs Lally further 
explained that there was a commitment, that where possible, service delivery would not change but 
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that estate and buildings used needed to be fit for purpose.  In Children’s Services there is a £30 
million reduction in funding; child protection and education are prioritised and protected and although 
Youth Provision will not be left out there will be changes to the service which includes a review of 
estates in each locality.  After the May elections county council will look at a programme of budgetary 
arrangements for June/July.   
 
With respect to the building Mrs Lally explained that a community asset transfer could be considered 
but that it would have to be viable, NCC did not wish to spend money on rent where this was 
avoidable.  Mrs Lally concluded that the priority was protecting staff time to provide youth work in the 
best place available and that she could not guarantee that would be The East but they were willing to 
discuss it.     
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee said the council would like to discuss a community asset transfer and Mike Robbins 
said this was something they could talk through.  Mrs Lally reminded the meeting that the asset could 
only be transferred if it was ‘fit for purpose’, the County Council could not hand over a liability.  Mrs 
Lally added that Youth Provision was not a statutory service and would be prioritised towards 
vulnerability and support; moving forward it may not be maintained at the current level. 
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee responded that the Town Council recognised that investment was required and that 
they could take on low cost public loans and access funding.   
 

County Cllr Mrs Dale asked if NCC had considered an extension of Prudhoe Waterworld as capital 
funding was far easier to access than revenue funding.  Mrs Lally responded that although this was 
true there was still the requirement of revenue funding to sustain but often other facilities were the 
answer and there was no reason why Sharron could not look into this but no to raise hopes. 
 

Cllr McCreedy thanked visitors for their time and offered that he had 50 years experience with Youth 
Service in the town and that he was astounded that the decision regarding the East had come about 
with no consultation whatsoever and that NCC saw fit to have ‘For Sale’ signs put up in the dark while 
the young people were in the building.  Cllr McCreedy asked why County Cllrs and the Town Council 
were not included in communication in November, when it was clear Youth Service Managers were 
told then that the service would be changing.  Cllr McCreedy challenged the statement that the East 
was ‘not fit for purpose’ adding that NCC money has not been spent on the building; it has been 
raised and received in external funding.  Mike Robbins agreed that was the case.  Cllr McCreedy 
continued that in the eyes of the young people using the facility, it was ‘fit for purpose’.  Cllr 
McCreedy concluded by saying that he had never known such a poor administration at County Hall 
and that he remained disgusted that it was him who had to tell youth service staff that the East was 
going up for sale, adding that if there was going to be another effort could it been done better.   
 
Cllr Futers described cut-backs since 2008 but accused that even in the golden times there was 
never any money spent on assets.  Mrs Lally responded that she had been with the authority for 11 
years and she had never experienced any ‘golden times’.  Cllr Futers stated that NCC lost money on 
bad investments but that with respect the The East, he went ot school there and the building was no 
different now to then, but that it was still there, meeting a need.   
 
Cllr Price asked if the Town Coucnil could be privy to the running and repair costs of The East, 
adding that it is not simply bricks and mortar to the young people but at the same time there needed 
to be a business plan.  Mike Robbins responded that part of process for community asset transfer 
would be to take these matters on board, whilst agreeing to forward the costs to the clerk. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised that although she was a County Cllr as well as a Town Cllr she had no idea 
about the sale of the East before the email that was received by the Town Council in January.  Cllr 
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Mrs Burt described that she felt that officers had looked at Prudhoe and believed it would be an easy 
and trouble-free move from The East to The Fuse Media Centre, but that they did not know the town 
or the young people and that the success of the Youth Service in Prudhoe is its accessibility and the 
advantage of being on the Front Street.   
 
Mrs Lally responded that there were a group of young people who would have liked to use the 
recording equipment at the Fuse Media Centre and that because of the significant sums of money 
invested there, NCC would like people to use it.  Mrs Lally continued that the Fuse was a really good 
asset in the town that needed to be used more proactively.  Mrs Lally apologised again for the lack of 
consultation, acknowledging that although the Youth Service Manager was involved she took 
responsibility. 
 
Cllr McCreedy suggested that there was no reason why Youth Workers could not arrange sessions at 
The Fuse, but that was no reason to sacrifice a building. 
 
Mrs Lally concluded that Youth Service provision would be looked at and when it was they would 
come back and talk to the Town Council in the hope that costs would be shared rather than 
duplicated.   
 
A member of the public added that Cllr McCreedy had done a fabulous job supporting the youth 
service and generations of young people over the years.   
 

1617/184 DRAFT Minutes of Ordinary Meeting, held on 22nd February  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed:  Cllr B Futers   Seconded:  Cllr Ms J Rose 
 
1617/185 Matters arising 
p3 1617/166 Accounts to be paid 
The Clerk advised that the traffic management charge received from Northumberland County Council 
(NCC) in respect of the Miners Race was being presented for payment.  Following liaison with NCC 
they confirmed that this was not considered a community event as was organised by a commercial 
business.  No charges were levied in 2014 or 2015 and NCC did not indicate that these would be 
raised retrospectively. 
 
Cllr Cuthbert asked if this had been factored into the budget for the coming year.  The administrator 
confirmed that the cost was part of the 2017/18 budget commitment for events. 
 
p4 1617/178 Appraisal of the Clerk 
Cllr Mrs J McGee confirmed that the Clerk’s appraisal would be carried out by Cllr Price, Cllr Gill and 
herself, although not in March as stated in the minute reference. 
 
p4 1617/179 Letter to Co-op 
Cllr Mrs Cuthbert asked if a letter had been sent to the Co-op regarding the poor lighting in the car 
park.  The clerk advised that an email was sent to the store manager and he expected to chase this 
up with a request to meet with the Area Risk Manager, as discussed with the Store Manager over the 
telephone. 
 
p9 1617/178 West Mickley Play Area 
Cllr Mrs Burt commented that it was especially important to ensure timescales did not encroach into 
the school summer holiday period, as had occurred when Highfield Park was redeveloped.  The Clerk 
advised that the programme of works provided assured this would not be the case.   
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Cllr Mrs Cuthbert advised that the West Mickley Play Area scheme still needed to be taken into 
Mickley First School for children to see.   
 
1617/186 DRAFT Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting incorporating the meeting of the 
Planning, Contracts and Works Committee, held on 8th March 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee  Seconded:  Cllr G Simpson 
 
1617/187 Matters Arising  
p1 1617/1096 Social Media Provision 
The clerk advised that the council now has a Facebook page where links to the Council’s website can 
be shared and information given. 
 
p3 1617/1099 Pre-Planning Application, Castle & Eltringham Ward, Ref. 17/00069/PREAPP  
The clerk advised that following the meeting where it was agreed to respond ‘not in favour’ of the pre-
planning application, the office had sought the most recent Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA), incidentally no longer sent to the council as a matter of course, and included 
in the response that this area had previously been discounted for housing development. 
 
1617/188 Suspension of Standing Orders  
It was AGREED to invoke Standing Order 79, permitting the suspension of Standing Order 36, 
thereby allowing the matter specified below to be considered. 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee  Seconded:  Cllr Mrs E Burt 
 
1617/189 Edgewell Cemeteries  
It was AGREED to reconsider the decision to enforce the prohibition of existing kerbstones, planting 
and ornaments on graves in Edgewell Cemeteries. 
 
Following an in-depth discussion the following was AGREED: 
 
That the rules and regulations of the cemetery will stand and that the council will write out to those 
contravening these asking them to adhere.  However, where additional planting, ornaments and kerb-
sets exist within the confines of the 10ft x 4ft grave the council will not act to remove these but will 
expect a level of maintenance on the part of the family in the absence of that of the cemetery 
attendant.  If maintenance of said graves deteriorates at any time the council will seek to remedy the 
situation by removing items on the graves.  With respect to planting, ornaments and kerb-sets outside 
the 10ft x 4ft grave plot, it was AGREED that this would be seen as encroachment onto another 
grave plot and grave owners would be asked to cooperate in removing the particulars.   
 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee   Seconded:  Cllr Mrs E Burt 
A vote was taken in support of the above with 9 in favour and 1 against, the motion was carried. 
 
Cllr Futers and Cllr Mrs Cuthbert spoke in favour of a timeframe being added to the proposal to 
ensure plots did not deteriorate over time and to protect residents when they may be unable to 
maintain graves for a period of time.  It was discussed and decided that this was over complicating 
the issue and that direct communication with those concerned was more appropriate and less 
bureaucratic. 
 
1617/190 Accounts  

a) It was AGREED to receive Monthly Bank Reconciliations 10th February – 9th March 2017  
Proposed:  Cllr A Gill   Seconded:  Cllr G McCreedy 
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Cllr Gill questioned whether the cost of the defibrillator stated on the bank reconciliation was that 
which the council had agreed to purchase.  The administrator clarified that this cost would be 
reimbursed as part of County Cllr Mrs Burt’s capital small scheme funding but that the cost of a 
second defibrillator would come back to the council for agreement in the next financial year as agreed 
(2017-18) as agreed.  
 
b) It was AGREED to receive the Statement of Expenditure from 1st April 2016 – 23rd March 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert  Seconded:  Cllr A Gill 
 
c) It was AGREED to receive the report of updated balances and approve budget heading changes 

to the 2017-18 budget  
It was AGREED to use additional balances to increase the Events budget by £4,000 and the 
Lychgate budget by £5,000.  It was also AGREED to add a budget sub-heading to ‘Other 
Services’ and include the remaining funds from additional balances (£2,580) towards a Flag Pole 
for the town.  
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee outlined that due to the traffic management cost for the Miners Race and a 
commitment to the Bob Stokoe Shield (as will be covered during the Events agenda item) more 
money was required for Events in 2017. 
 
With respect to the Flag Pole for the town, Cllr Mrs J McGee reminded Cllrs that this request had 
previously been received by the Council and it was agreed it would be considered as part of the 
budget, but that this had not happened.  Therefore the additional balances available offered the 
opportunity for it to be included now. 
 
In considering if the Flag Pole would be positioned at ‘The Glade’, Cllr Futers asked if the council 
would consider fixing the handrail as it was unsafe as it was and had been damaged for some 
time.  The administrator confirmed that the handrail was part of a scheme paid for with County Cllr 
Reid’s Capital Small Schemes Funding and it was likely the town council would bear the cost as 
the initiators of the project.  Cllr McCreedy advised that one of the seats also required attention. 
 
It was AGREED that these repairs should be remedied as a matter of priority. 

 
Cllr Mrs Burt accepted that these were positive outcomes but suggested budget setting needed to be 
improved as this was the second year the council had found itself with additional balances that could 
have been used to reduce the precept. 
 
The administrator responded that the report presented detailed each of the reduced commitments in 
2016-17 that had increased the balances available in 2017-18 and clarified that each had been made 
apparent after the budget had been set.   
 It was expected that Northumberland County Council would add an inflationary increase of 5% to 

contracts but this was only 1.6%, thus resulting in additional balances.  
 £7,000 was committed from contingency for potential back-dated salaries as a result of job 

evaluation, agreement was not reached until after the budget was agreed and as the money was 
not used this resulted in increased balances. 

 West Northumberland Youth Service reduced their final claim by £1,650 due to missing sessions 
as a result of sickness; this was not known until after the budget was set and therefore increased 
balances. 

 TVLS refunds are difficult to predict exactly and therefore an under-spend is usual. 
 The costs committed for rent and rates charges to Prudhoe Community Partnership were what 

was expected with the removal of a discount, however a further lesser discount was found to exist 
therefore the budget required for 2017-18 was reduced. 
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The administrator concluded that budget setting is only as accurate as the information available at 
the time and anything received after January has an effect. 
d) It was AGREED to Endorse the accounts paid since last meeting, and Authorise the schedule of 

accounts to be paid  
Proposed:  Cllr B Futers  Seconded:  Cllr G McCreedy 
 
1617/191 Financial Regulations 

a) It was AGREED to receive adopt the Financial Regulations (as amended)  
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs E Burt  Seconded:  Cllr J McGee 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt commented that she thought it was overly bureaucratic to change the authorised 
signatories each year and that it could prove onerous for Cllrs.  Cllr Couchman agreed that in his 
experience it was quite troublesome to change signatories on community accounts. 
 
 Cllr Mrs Cuthbert supported the proposal as a step forward with respect to fraud and security.   
 
It was AGREED that the proposal to change signatories each year would stand and could be 
monitored. 
 

b) It was AGREED approve the addition of Sarah Eden as an ‘authorised person’ on the Bank 
Mandate to allow full on-line banking 

Proposed:  Cllr Mrs E Burt  Seconded:  Cllr C Cuthbert 
 

1617/192 Town Council Insurance  
a) It was AGREED to receive the updated Assets Register  

Proposed:  Cllr Mrs E Burt  Seconded:  Cllr C Cuthbert 
Cllr Mrs Cuthbert advised that the old play equipment at West Mickley should be included in the 
Asset Register under replacement costs. 
 

b) It was AGREED to receive the proposed Zurich insurance schedule  
 
c) It was AGREED to receive the summary of Zurich proposals and to approve a three year long 

term agreement with a £100 excess on the policy at a cost of £3,562.99.  
 
1617/193 Prudhoe Gardeners’ Association  
It was AGREED to receive the report of the meeting held on 7th March 2017 
 
The clerk advised that the next meeting would be held on 6th June by which time there will be a new 
committee.  Referring to page two of the report, the clerk advised that he was working to initiate the 
projects which included steps at Castledene and fencing as well as parking of the verge near 
Stonyflat Allotments.   
 
Cllr Gill supported the idea of parking for allotment holders and commented that parking on West 
Wylam Drive did create visibility issues.  
 
Cllr Futers suggested that if the bus stops were removed from Stonyflat Bank it would be possible to 
investigate adding parking spaces to the adjacent grassed area, relaying that in the past the bus 
stops at Priestclose Cottages had been considered sufficient. 
 
With respect to there being allotments available at Castlefields, Cllr Mrs Cuthbert referred toi Mickley 
residents being advised, and whether this had been put onto the Council’s website.  The Clerk 



           AGENDA 4, Enc i) 

PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting,  

held in The Spetchells Centre at 7:00pm, 29th March 2017 

 

Signed Chair:    Page 7 
 

confirmed that the availability of allotments had been shared on the Council’s new Facebook page 
and could be posted on the notice-board at Mickley. 
 
1617/194 St. George’s Churchyard, Mickley  
It was AGREED to request Northumberland County Council (NCC) take over maintenance of the 
churchyard at St. George’s Church, Mickley. 
 
The Clerk advised that although the Parochial Church Council had previously completed the 
paperwork to pass over responsibility of maintenance that it was done prior to the churchyard being 
closed and therefore procedure required this be repeated.  The Clerk added that there was previously 
a form provided that the council completed and he wished to check that it was not required again, 
prior to sending the request to NCC. 
 
1617/195 Eastwood Park (West Wylam) and Riding Dene Play Area (Mickley) 
The Clerk advised that the council had received confirmation that NCC were happy to look into the 
transfer of Eastwood Park but that it was agreed Riding Dene at Mickley should not be considered. 
 
Cllr Simpson stated that it was quite clear that County Cllr Mrs Dale had stepped in and does not 
want the play area to be transferred and although she is entitled to her opinion it is disappointing as 
the town council are prepared to take on the burden.  
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee suggested the council should push further to enquire why this decision has been 
taken in light that the council have taken on West Mickley and others and are doing a great job with 
them.  Cllr Mrs Cuthbert agreed. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt stated that going back in time the town council had requested the transfer of the playing 
fields and play areas of Eastwood and Riding Dene and that later when the offer of transfer was 
withdrawn for both it was only Eastwood Park that was reintroduced more recently.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee stated that she was taken aback by County Cllr Dale’s behaviour prior to the 
January Ordinary meeting where it was on the agenda to formally request the transfer of Riding Dene 
Play Area and she proposed that the council ask why NCC would wish to hold onto this Play Area.  
The proposal was seconded by Cllr Mrs Cuthbert. 
 
It was AGREED to write to Northumberland County Council to question the decision not to consider 
transferring Riding Dene Play Area, Mickley. 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs J McGee  Seconded:  Cllr C Cuthbert 
 

Standing Orders Resolution 
At 9pm, Cllr Mrs J McGee proposed that the meeting be extended by up to 30 minutes. This 

was agreed unanimously. 

 
1617/196 Events Committee  
It was AGREED to receive the report of the meeting held on 17th March 2017 
Proposed:  Cllr Mrs E Burt   Seconded:  Cllr G Simpson 
 

1617/197 Northumberland County Council decision regarding public notices in the Hexham 
Courant (placed on the agenda by Cllr McCreedy)  
Cllr McCreedy proposed that the council write to NCC to ask them to reconsider the decision to 
cease posting Public Notices in the Hexham Courant in favour of the Northumberland Gazette.  Cllr 
McCreedy asked for the Tyne Valley and Prudhoe to be treated equally with those in the South where 
notices continue to be published in News Weekly.   Cllr McCreedy indicated that there were two 
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recent cases where residents in his Castle Ward did not know about a road closure directly affecting 
them because the information was not published in the Hexham Courant.  Cllr McCreedy repeated 
that the Council should write and ask for this decision to be reversed. 
Cllr Mrs J McGee supported the proposal and recalled how as a resident she had found out about 
plans for Highfield Park from a public notice in the Hexham Courant.  Cllr Mrs McGee stated that the 
decision was wrong, whatever the reasons for it. 
 
Cllr Simpson added support to the proposal and suggested that the Council also request the financial 
details behind the decision.  
 
Cllr Mrs Cuthbert stated that NCC has a duty to inform it’s electorate and that the Hexham Courant 
has done a good job up to now. 
 
It was AGREED to write to NCC to request they reverse their decision not to publish public notices in 
the Hexham Courant and to request the reasons for the decision. 
Proposed:  Cllr G McCreedy  Seconded:  Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
1617/198 Public Display of War Bond Plaque presented to Prudhoe Urban District Council, 
1942  
It was AGREED to meet with Prudhoe Community Partnership, as owners of the Spetchells Centre, 
to reconsider its refusal to allow the permanent display of the plaque in the building. 
 
It was also AGREED to look at the possibility of the plaque being displayed at Waterworld or the 
Riverside Park. 
 
1617/199 Report from outside bodies 
Northumberland County Council – no business to report 
 
Town Twinning Association – Cllr Mrs Burt advised that there was a meeting the following week as 
well as a 35 years Anniversary Celebration in Mitry-Mory being planned.  If any Cllrs wish to go it is 
2rd 3rd June. 
 
Northumberland Food Bank – Cllr Mrs Burt advised that Northumberland Food Bank had indicated 
they would appreciate being invited to a Town Council meeting to explain about what they do.  It was 
AGREED to write to them.  
 
Prudhoe Community Partnership – no business to report 
 
Prudhoe Pathforce – Cllr Ms Rose advised that the Annual General Meeting had been held but the 
minutes were not available yet. 
 
1617/200 Correspondence and Tabled Items 
Correspondence 
 

1. Northumberland County Council: Publication of Statutory Notifications in Hexham 
Courant - Resident letter 
Email of 1 March from local resident, stating: “It has come to my attention & I bring it to 
yours that NCC is no longer to publish statutory notices in the Hexham Courant. I am under the 
impression that notices have to be published so that they are reasonably accessible to those 
that may be affected.  I believe publishing notices in an Alnwick based newspaper with a limited 
circulation fails in this duty putting the people of Prudhoe at a disadvantage. Please would PTC 
discuss this matter and respond appropriately to NCC.” 
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It was AGREED previously to write to NCC regarding this matter.  It was also AGREED to 
advise the resident that this action was being taken. 

 
2. Active Northumberland: Residents’ Festival 2017, 1 to 2 April 2017 

Letter of 2 March with leaflets advertising the festival – opportunity to explore and visit 
attractions in the county at a free or discounted entry (festival leaflets are on display in the 
Library) 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the information. 
 

3. The Great Get Together, 17-18 June 2017: Letter from husband of the late Jo Cox MP  
Letter of March 2017 from Brendan Cox, passed to the Council by a member of the local U3A 
branch. The letter asks for events to take place in communities, marking the anniversary of Jo 
Cox’s death, “by getting together with neighbours to share food and celebrate what we have in 
common. Your get together could be a street party, a picnic on the common, a barbecue in 
your front yard, or a bake off in your town hall. I hope that this can be a chance to bring our 
communities closer together. Jo’s killing was designed to divide us and promote hatred. Our 
friends and family can think of no better response than an anniversary that brings us closer 
together and celebrates all that we have in common.” The recipients are encouraged to share 
the letter or Mr Cox’ Facebook posts, and to get involved in the event in some way.  

It was AGREED to liaise with the Parish Hall Coffee morning as to whether something would 
be organised to mark the occasion and if not to look at a picnic at Highfield Park. 
Proposed:  Cllr E Burt  Seconded:  Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 

4. Prudhoe Castle First School: “Roots & Shoots” Gardening initiative at Alnwick Garden 
Letter of 21 March from Katie Newton, Deputy Headteacher at the school, asking for volunteers 
to support in preparing the ground at the school for the development of the school plot (running 
alongside a plot allocated to the school at the Alnwick Garden). This initiative involves the Year 
4 class of children at the school “work[ing] alongside staff at Alnwick Garden over the course of 
the year to prepare, grow and harvest their own vegetables, flowers and plants.” To prepare the 
raised beds at the school for the parallel part of the project, adult support will be needed. Ms 
Newton writes “I would like to open this opportunity to yourselves as local councillors and any 
community volunteers who may have an interest in allotments / growing plants or who are 
simply willing to spare an hour or so getting their hands dirty to support the children in 
preparing the ground ready for planting (unlimited tea and coffee will be available for all 
volunteers!)  

It was AGREED to receive the information 
 

5. 2017 Local Elections: Registration to Vote 
Letter of March 2017 from Will Booth, Senior Elections Manager, NCC, enclosing posters and 
leaflets regarding registration to vote (leaflets and poster are on display in the Library) 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE AND DISPLAY 
 

6. Notice of Election (1) Election of County Councillors (2) Election of Parish Councillors 
Notices effective from 5.00pm on Monday 20 March, and displayed on Council noticeboards, 
posted to PTC website and advised on local social media.  
Please Note: As previously advised to councillors, NCC verified that the period of “purdah” 
commenced in Northumberland at this date / time.  

It was AGREED to RECEIVE and note display 
 

7. Northumberland County Council: Vehicle Activated Signs – Licensing and Location 
Letter of 27 March from Andy Walker, Programme & Production Technical Assistant, NCC, 
requesting the Council to complete a form to obtain a “Section 50 Licence,” required under the 
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New Roads and Street Works Act (NRSWA) 1991, stating the Council’s agreement to taking 
full responsibility for the maintenance and repair of the apparatus, including its post, pursuant 
to NRSWA 1991. The application is believed to relate to the sign on the A695 eastbound 
carriageway entering West Mickley, paid for and installed on behalf of County Councillor Mrs 
Anne Dale. 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE and add to a future agenda 
 

8. Town-Twinning with Mitry-Mory, 35th Anniversary: Invitation to Prudhoe Town Twinning 
and Councillors 
Email supplied by Derek Gillespie, Chairman, Prudhoe Town Twinning Association, conveying 
a letter from the Mayor of Mitry-Mory, Charlotte Blandiot-Faride. The letter, addressed in the 
first instance to the President and Committee of the Prudhoe Town Twinning Association states 
as follows (in summary) 

 The two towns have been linked for many years not only by the twinning, but also by the 
mutual friendship we share; 

 Thanks are given for occasions when Mitry visitors have enjoyed Prudhoe’s hospitality 
and warm welcome; 

 This year the towns celebrate 35 years of twinning, and Mitry would be delighted to 
welcome representatives at the town’s fete in June to commemorate this important date; 

 The traditional fete takes place on Friday / Saturday 2/3 June. This is a festive and 
cultural occasion, bringing together around 3000 people over the two days. This is a 
great gathering of the women and men of the town, a time to share and be together; 

 The Mayor of Mitry would be honoured to receive / welcome town-twinning 
representatives, and members of Prudhoe Town Council, at the festivities; 

 The Mayor is happy to be contacted in respect of more definitive arrangements for 
attending the fete; 

 The Mayor sends her greetings and concludes by assuring the town of her support in 
this moment of recollection / reflection following the terrible acts of violence that took 
place at Westminster last week. 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE 
 

9. Scales Crescent, West Wylam: Suggestion for One-Way System 
Email from a resident, dated 28 March, suggesting that consideration be given to the creation 
of a one-way system, travelling from west to east along the street, “as it is getting dangerous 
when you meet oncoming speeding cars on the bad bend also double parked vehicles.” The 
email includes an email from an NCC officer advising the resident that the request can be 
considered for inclusion in a future NCC Local Transport Plan (LTP) Programme, and that the 
prioritisation process for the Programme involves consultation with local county councillors and 
local councils. 
Please note: The resident’s email has been acknowledged, with the statement that the town 
council could agree to consider it as a possible suggestion when it is consulted by NCC later 
this year with respect to the LTP Programme for 2018-19. 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE and ENDORSE action already taken 
 

10. Local Council Elections 2017: Submission of Nominations 
Email from Will Booth, Senior Elections Manager, NCC, dated 29 March, stating that “we are 
now over halfway through the nomination period for the parish elections to be held on Thursday 
4 May. 
Our records indicate that we have already received some nominations for PRUDHOE, but that 
the number so far received is insufficient to achieve quorum. 
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Please bear in mind that if quorum is not achieved during the nomination period, ending at 4pm 
on Tuesday 4 April, another round of elections will be necessary after May. You will not be able 
to co-opt to fill remaining vacancies if the Council is not quorate.” 
Please note: The Council office has liaised with the NCC Elections Office, advising of the work 
that has been done to bring the elections to the attention of the public in Prudhoe. With the 
agreement of the Elections Office, the communication from that office has been publicised on 
local social media. 
Please be advised that the quorum for the Council is 5 councillors. 

The information was NOTED 
 

11. Councillor Ernest Dobson 
Email of 29 March from Cllr Dobson, thanking the Council for the ‘get well’ card and gift 
voucher which has been delivered to him during his period of convalescence. 

RECEIVE 
 
Tabled Items 

1. Ville de Mitry-Mory: L’Evolution magazine, Mars 2017 
2. The Wylam Globe: Spring 2017 
3. Clerk & Councils Direct magazine: March 2017, Issue 110 
4. Society of Local Council Clerks: The Clerk magazine, March 2017  
5. Northumberland News, Spring 2017 
6. Spetchells Centre, promotional leaflets  
 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the tabled item 
 

To approve a motion, that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the 
press and public be excluded for consideration of the following items, in accordance with Section 68 

of the Council’s Standing Orders:- 
 

1617/201 Prudhoe Christmas Lights Contract 2017-2020 
 

It was AGREED to offer a 3 year Christmas Lights contract to Christmas Plus Ltd. for the sum of 
£6,987 in the first year, £6,333 in the second year and £5,937 in the third year. 


